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Textile Museum Fall Symposium, 2006

New Directions in Persian Carpet Studies


The Textile Museum will be having its Fall Symposium on “New Directions in Persian Carpet Studies” from October 20-22, 2006.  This weekend conference will focus on the history and current state of Persian carpet studies.  Participants will enjoy a rich program of presentations by experts in the field, as well as receptions, exhibition tours, and a “Show-and-Tell” program of related rugs and textiles, orchestrated by IHBS member Michael Seidman.


Rug scholars continue to strive for a better understanding of the origins, evolution and cultural importance of the Persian carpet.  Academic interest in carpets is a relatively new discipline, and only in the 1970s did research begin to focus on specific types or classes of rugs, and on the technical analysis of these weavings.  “New Directions in Persian Carpet Studies” will review the history of the field, look at studies of specific carpet types and classes, and consider new and original work of potential interest.

The symposium will start with a reception on Friday evening, October 20th at the Textile Museum, celebrating the exhibitions “Pieces of a Puzzle: Classical Persian Carpet Fragments,” and “Mantles of Merit: Chin Textiles from Mandalay to Chittagong.”  The academic program will start on Saturday morning, at the Phillips Collection, at 1600 21st Street NW, Washington, D.C.  An exceptional group of speakers, including Walter Denny and Jon Thompson, will discuss the history of carpet studies, the lineage of Persian and tribal carpet designs, dyeing technology, and studies of classic carpets.  A reception will be given at the Textile Museum on Saturday evening.


On Sunday morning, symposium guests will have a continental breakfast at the Textile Museum, followed by gallery tours of the two current exhibitions at the Textile Museum led by curators Barbara and David Fraser for the “Mantles of Merit” exhibit, and by Daniel Walker for the “Pieces of a Puzzle” exhibit.  Later in the morning, Michael Seidman will lead the ever-popular “Show and Tell,” focusing on Persian rugs brought in by the conference participants.


Registration for the Textile Museum Fall Symposium is $260 for TM members and $305 for non-members (includes a one-year membership to the Textile Museum).  Students, with valid ID, have a registration fee of $215.  For further information or to register, visit www.textilemuseum.org/symposium.htm, call 

(202) 667-0441, ext. 64, or e-mail reception@textilemuseum.org.  The Textile Museum is located at 2320 S Street NW, Washington DC.  Participants will also be able to visit the Arthur D. Jenkins Library, with an outstanding collection of books and journals on textiles, and the Textile Museum Shop. Both will  have special open hours on the weekend of the Symposium.  Symposium guests will also have special rates at several excellent hotels located within walking distance of the Phillips Collection and the Textile Museum.


The Textile Symposium fall symposium this year has exceptionally broad appeal for all IHBS members with any level of knowledge in textile studies.  The symposia are always wonderful events for mingling with fellow rug enthusiasts and making new friends.  

                                                      - Austin Doyle   

Tribute Dinner and George Hewitt Myers Award


A separate Tribute Dinner and George Hewitt Myers Award will occur on Thursday, October 19, 2006, honoring Josephine Powell and benefiting the Textile Museum.  Ms. Powell is an internationally renowned ethnographer, photographer and expert on nomadic weavings and traditions in Turkey.  She has had a remarkable 50- year career in the field, working closely with Turkish nomads, and amassing a renowned collection of Anatolian textiles and ethnographic objects.  In the 1980s, she played a major role in the revival of the art of natural dyeing in Turkey, and in establishing the DOBAG Project, the first Turkish women’s cooperative making carpets using authentic designs and natural dyes.  


The Tribute Dinner and George Hewitt Myers Award will be held at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Washington, D.C.  His Excellency, the Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey and Mrs. Nahi Sensoy are patrons of the event.  For more information about the event, including ticket prices, interested parties  should visit                                  www.textilemuseum.org/tributedinner.htm, 

call (202) 667-0441, ext. 61, or e-mail ifaulkerson@textilemuseum.org.

IHBS Welcomes New Members


Our new members are Sidney and Barbara Coon, Kathleen Mahjoubi, and David Hunt.  We look forward to their participation in the IHBS.
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