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What:
  IHBS Fall Picnic

Where:
  Keshishian Farm, 15525 Edwards Ferry 

  Road, Poolesville, MD

When:
  Sunday, September 10, 2006

Time:
  12:00 noon – 5:00 pm

POTLUCK LUNCH: Lunch will be served at 1:00 pm.  The IHBS has been holding gourmet potluck meals for many years.  Participants should bring a favorite appetizer, entrée, salad or dessert.  Whatever you bring should serve about six people.  The IHBS will provide wine, beer and some non-alcoholic beverages.  Harold and Melissa Keshishian will fire up their barbecue grills and supply hamburgers and hot dogs.

SHOW AND TELL:  Harold says, “bring your favorite rug or your mother-in-law.”

DRIVING DIRECTIONS FROM GEORGETOWN:

1. Proceed EAST on M St., NW toward 35th St. NW.

2. Turn RIGHT onto US-29 S / FRANCIS SCOTT KEY BRIDGE.  Continue to follow US-29 S (crossing into VIRGINIA).  (0.3 miles).

3. Merge onto GEORGE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL PKWY N toward McLEAN / I-495 /  MARYLAND.  (8 miles)

4. Merge onto I-495 N /  CAPITAL BELTWAY toward MARYLAND 
(Crossing into MARYLAND).  (2.4 MILES)

5. Take the MD-190 / RIVER RD exit – EXIT 39 – toward WASHINGTON /  POTOMAC. (0.3 miles)

6. Merge onto MD-190 W via EXIT 39A on the LEFT toward POTOMAC.  (11.8 miles)

7. Turn LEFT onto RIVER ROAD.  (6.5 miles)

8. RIVER RD becomes MT NEBO RD.  (1.6 miles)

9. MT NEBO RD becomes W OFFUTT RD.  (0.8 miles)

10. Turn LEFT onto EDWARDS FERRY RD.  (0.4 mile)

11. End at 15525 Edwards Ferry Rd., Poolesville, MD
If you need assistance with directions once you are on the road, here are Harold and Melissa’s cell and telephone numbers in Poolesville.


Cell:  240 491-1001


Telephone:  301 428-8159

Finally, please let Virginia or Harry Day know, by e-mail, regular mail or telephone (see above on letterhead) that you will join us, and how many people will come with you. Please tell us by Wednesday, September 6.  (We will be out of town from Sunday, August 20 through Saturday, August 26, but we have an answering machine, and it will be monitored.)  

ACOR 8 UPDATE  

ACOR 8 was held in April 2006 at the Boston Park Plaza hotel and hosted by the New England Rug Society.   The meeting was a highly successful and well-organized affair, with twelve exhibitions and over 450 rugs and textiles on display.  Highlights included a display of Caucasian rugs from the collection of Mitch and Rosalie Rudnick, a collection of Southwest Persian bags from Ann Nicholas and Richard Blumenthal, Baluch rugs from the collection of conference chairman Mark Hopkins, and a collection of Central Asian textiles from the collection of Jeff Spurr.  Examples of the textiles on display can be seen in issue 147 of Hali magazine, for July-August 2006. 

        The academic program at ACOR 8 was strong, with a featured lecture by archaeologist and writer Elizabeth Barber.  Dr. Barber gave a comprehensive overview of the archaeological record of over 10,000 years of textile production.  Twined textiles have been found in Israel dating back to 6,500 B.C. and direct evidence of pile rugs has been found in southeastern Iran as early as 2,400 B.C.  The ACOR 8 program also showed progressive breadth and maturity in the analysis of more recent textiles.  Jurg Rageth gave an update of some of his comprehensive studies of over 200 very old Turkman weavings.  He has shown a striking  variation  in the pattern of insect dyes bought and used by the different Turkmen tribes.  Indian lac dyes are almost entirely specific for very old Salor weavings, while the other Turkmen groups used imported Mexican cochineal.  Mr. Rageth's use of radiocarbon dating, dye and mordant analysis and other forms of modern scientific analysis set a standard for modern textile analysis. 

          A board meeting of members from the various participating rug societies was held on the final day of the ACOR meeting.  A variety of topics was discussed, including attracting younger members to the rug societies, promoting and advertising future rug events, and planning the format and focus sessions of future ACOR events.  Several announcements were made by Mark Hopkins and the ACOR organizing committee.  The American Congress on Oriental Rugs (ACOR) will shortly be renamed the American Conference on Antique Rugs and Textiles (ACART), due to the desire of the group to demonstrate commitment to the entire range of textile art.  There will be no ACOR/ACART meeting in 2007 due to a desire of many ACART leaders to not conflict with plans to have a 75th Anniversary celebration of the New York-based Hajji Baba Society at the New York Historical Society in the spring of 2008.   The anniversary exhibition will feature an exhibition of 75 rugs and textiles by New York Hajji Baba members, with a catalogue to be organized by Dr. Jon Thompson.  The exhibition will show at the New York Historical Society, near the Natural History museum, for six months, and should be well worth attending.  

         ACART 9, planned for the spring of 2009, will be in Saint Louis, where participants will be able to examine a collection of rugs from the Ballard collection.   Topics for the ACART 9 focus sessions are currently being considered.  Special sessions for new collectors have been proposed to encourage younger members to join and attend ACART meetings, and to make these high-powered meetings less intimidating to the novice collector. 

                                                            Austin Doyle
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