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Next Event

TIME: 3:00-4:30pm
LOCATION: Arlington County Library Second Floor Meeting Room
1015 N Quincy St
Arlington VA 22201

SPEAKERS: David and Sue Richardson

SUBJECT: Qaraqalpaq Culture and Textiles

A fully decorated Qaraqalpaq yurt (Qara U'y) is a joyful sight – one of the most delightful nomadic dwellings in the whole of Central Asia. However Qaraqalpaq weavings have never been properly researched and remain relatively unknown compared to those of their Qazaq, Uzbek, or Turkmen neighbours. Many items that are described as Qaraqalpaq are not Qaraqalpaq at all, while genuine Qaraqalpaq weavings are frequently mislabelled and incorrectly dated.

After introducing the Qaraqalpaqs and describing their unusual formerly semi-nomadic lifestyle, David and Sue will describe the special features of the Qaraqalpaq qara u'y and how it was made. The key focus of their talk will be the various structural and decorative weavings associated with the yurt, along with Qaraqalpaq storage bags, rugs, and carpets. They will explain how they were woven and how they were used. They will end by attempting to resolve the long-standing controversy that has surrounded Qaraqalpaq carpets for over a century.

David and Sue Richardson have been studying the Qaraqalpaqs full-time for the past fourteen years, making frequent visits to the Aral region and working with local academics, archaeologists, and museum curators. Their richly illustrated large-format book, Qaraqalpaqs of the Aral Delta, has been published by Prestel . It is the first definitive account of the Qaraqalpaqs and their stunning textile arts available in the English language.
Directions to Arlington County Library: 

Starting at Key Bridge going into Virginia: 
1. Head south on Francis Scott Key Bridge into Virginia 
2. Turn right on Lee Highway (just past the Marriott Hotel). Go 2 miles along Lee Highway. 
3. Turn left onto N Quincy St (by Honda dealer). Go 1 mile. 
4. The Arlington Central Library is at left, at 1015 N Quincy St. 
There is free parking both above and below ground on the left, just as you approach the library. There is also a larger free parking lot above ground next to the library if you turn left at 10th Street N.  
 

LATER IHBS PLANNED EVENTS
 
Date:  September 30, 2012
Picnic at the Keshishian Farm
What:  IHBS Summer Picnic
Where:   "Old 99 Farm", 15525 Edwards Ferry Road, Poolesville, MD 20837
When:   Sunday, September 30, 2012
Time:     12:00 noon – 5:00 pm
 
POTLUCK LUNCH: Lunch will be served at 1:00 pm.  The IHBS has been holding gourmet potluck meals for many years.  Participants should bring a favorite appetizer, entrée, salad or dessert.  Whatever you bring should serve about six people.  The IHBS will provide wine, beer and some non-alcoholic beverages.  Austin Doyle will fire up the barbecue grills and we will supply hamburgers and hot dogs.
 
SHOW AND TELL:  IHBS members are invited to bring one or two new acquisitions to talk about.
 
IHBS BOARD MEETING: There will be a short meeting of the IHBS board at 11:30am to discuss upcoming programs, budget matters and other collaborative issues.
 
 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS from River Road and the Beltway:           
Take the MD-190 / RIVER RD exit – EXIT 39 toward POTOMAC.  (11.8 miles to) 
Turn LEFT onto RIVER ROAD.  (6.5 miles to) 
RIVER RD becomes MT NEBO RD.  (1.6 miles to) MT NEBO RD becomes W OFFUTT RD.  (0.8 miles to) 
Turn LEFT onto EDWARDS FERRY RD.  (0.4 mile to) End at 15525 Edwards Ferry Rd., Poolesville, MD 
 
If you need assistance with directions once you are on the road, here is Melissa’s mobile phone number.  Cell:  202-384-3001
DATE: October 7, 2012
SUBJECT: Late Mamluk Carpets: Some New  Observations
TIME: 3:00PM
LOCATION: Arlington County Library Auditorium
SPEAKER: Jon Thompson 
Details:  http://ihbs.org/future/future.htm
A small group of knotted-pile carpets is recognised on sound evidence to have been produced for the Mamluk elite in the late fifteenth century and for export. There is a current belief that they appeared mysteriously ‘out of nowhere’ because there seemed to be no precedent for the abrupt appearance of their well-developed technique and mature decorative style. This paper seeks to show that the sudden flowering of carpet-weaving at this time was part of the cultural renaissance that took place during Qaytbay’s reign (r. 1468-1496) and can be accounted for by the recruitment of weavers from Turkmen-ruled Iran and Asia Minor, where, it is argued, carpet-weaving was flourishing. Evidence for this is drawn from depictions of carpets of a distinctive type in European paintings, corresponding mentions in written sources, notably Venetian and Florentine inventories, and in the specific details of a few surviving carpets and carpet fragments.

DATE: November 4, 2012
TIME: TBA
LOCATION: TBA
SPEAKER: Rupert Smith 
SUBJECT: Secrets of Tibetan Weaving
Details: http://ihbs.org/future/future.htm
Rupert Smith will discuss insights into dyeing and weaving techniques, styles and designs, as well as usage and dating, of Tibetan rugs and textiles with specific reference to a type of monastic rug traditionally produced in Central Tibet. He relates how he worked with local craftsmen to revive the rug-making tradition there, from the sourcing of the raw materials to design, dyeing and weaving.

DATE: TBA
SUBJECT: Indian Textiles
SPEAKER: Karthika Audinet 
Details available later:  http://ihbs.org/future/future.htm
OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST
DATE: September 10-October 12, 2012

“Abstractions and Variations of Traditional Symbols in Japanese E-gasuri (Picture Ikat)”
Japan Information and Culture Center
1150 18th Street NW
Washington DC
http://www.us.emb-japan.go.jp/JICC/exhibits.html
DATE: October 11, 2012

Reception honoring Walter Denny as the recipient of the TM’s 2012 George Hewitt Myers Award for lifetime achievement in the textile arts will be held at the Turkish Embassy in Washington, DC on October 11th.
http://pressroom.textilemuseum.org/
DATE: October 12-14, 2012

Textile Museum Fall Symposium

The Textile Museum Fall Symposium "Ottoman By Design: Branding An Empire" with keynote speakers Walter Denny and Jon Thompson on October 12 – 14th.This is being held in conjunction with the Museum's exhibition opening of The Sultan's Garden: The Blossoming of Ottoman Art.
http://www.textilemuseum.org/symposium/
For Other Future Events of Interest,
Please check our web site:

http://ihbs.org/future/future.htm

John Howe's Textile Museum "Rug and Textile Appreciation Morning" Blog
Eccentric Wefts
Textile Museum
IHBS member John Howe writes two blogs on rugs and other textiles.  

The first of these is: Textiles and Text http://rjohnhowe.wordpress.com/
This blog is exclusively devoted to attempting to increase the number of people who can enjoy some of The Textile Museum's free Saturday, Rug and Textile Appreciation Morning programs.

A second blog is Eccentric Wefts http://raymondj.wordpress.com/
On this blog, John treats aspects of rugs and textiles and related things that interest him.

You can see several recent posts on each of these blogs by visiting their respective home pages. Recent posts are listed on the right in red.

Both blogs offer you the option to "subscribe."  If you do, you will be notified automatically of any new post.
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