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Date: Sunday, October 21, 2007; 3:00 pm 

Location: George Mason University, Arlington Campus, Arlington. Original Building, 3401 Fairfax Dr., Room 251
SPEAKER: Jeff Spurr

TITLE: Ronald Graham in 19th c. Persia: Rugs and Textiles in his Photo Album

Ronald William Graham, fresh from his first diplomatic posting in Paris, arrived in Tehran in 1897 at age 27, carrying a Kodak camera in his luggage.  He stayed just over two years and composed an extensive visual record of his experience only after leaving: a photograph album inscribed “Persia  1897-1899   R.G.,” comprising no fewer than 422 photographs, alongside eight watercolors and two racing programs.  It represents one man’s response to a novel environment and to the uses he could imagine for the various photographic formats available to him in the first decade after the portable, point-and-shoot camera became widely accessible.  The aim of this talk is to provide a sense of this extraordinary album, what it might have meant to its creator, and the various subjects addressed in it, culminating with those relating to textiles and rugs as Graham encountered and used them in his official and private life.  The album provides possibly unique views of the manner in which rugs and textiles were offered for sale to Europeans resident in Tehran, how this young diplomat used them in his own digs, and rare views of carpet production at Sultanabad.

Jeff Spurr is Islamic and Middle East Specialist at the Documentation Center of the Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture, Fine Arts Library, Harvard University.  In that capacity he manages one collection of approximately 190,000 slides and photographs documenting Islamic visual culture in its broadest definition, and another collection of about 90,000 historical photographs of the Middle East and adjacent regions, irrespective of subject, taken by commercial and amateur photographers during the 19th and early decades of the 20th c., including the professional oeuvre of Josephine Powell, dating from the early 1950s through the 1970s.
Jeff was active in efforts to rehabilitate destroyed and damaged Bosnian academic library collections, coordinating the Bosnia Library Project (1996-2005), and now is engaged in addressing the plight of similarly afflicted Iraqi academic libraries and archives.  His research interests are devoted to the history of photography in the Middle East, and historical rugs and textiles, most recently addressing the Kashmir shawl’s presence in, and impact on, Persia. Jeff is a member of the Visiting Committee of the Department of Textiles and Fashion Arts at the Museum of Fine Arts Boston,  the Collections Committee of the Harvard University Art Museums, and  the Advisory Council of the Textile Museum, Washington, DC.

DIRECTIONS TO GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY, ARLINGTON CAMPUS (3301/3401 Fairfax Dr., Arlington):

From Washington, DC:  Cross over the Key or Roosevelt Bridge; follow signs to the George Washington Parkway.  Once on the parkway, exit at Spout Run (left exit).  Cross over Route 29 (Lee Highway).  Spout Run is now Kirkwood Road.  Cross over Washington Boulevard.  The Arlington Campus is on the right, at Fairfax Drive.

By Metro: Take the Orange Line to the Virginia Square/GMU station.  Take the escalator to the street level, and turn to face Fairfax Drive.  Across the street and to the right, you will see the FDIC building.  The Arlington Campus is next door.

For a map of the campus, see: http://www.gmu.edu/departments/infoservices/ArlingtonMap07.pdf

FREE STREET PARKING IS AVAILABLE

IHBS Board Meeting


      There will be a short meeting of the IHBS board immediately following the talk by Jeff Spurr at George Mason University.  The topic will be planning further speakers for the remaining fall and winter season.  Early planning for the IHBS Winter Party will also be discussed. 

Reminder of the Textile Museum Fall Symposium


       The Textile Museum Fall Symposium, entitled "The Collecting Passion," will be held between October 19-21, 2007.  The topics will range from the psychology and social experience of collecting to detailed discussions of collecting antique and modern textile art, costume and clothing.  The symposium draws inspiration from the Textile Museum's fall exhibitions, and tours and special viewings of the exhibits will be included.  The symposium begins with a tour of "Ahead of His Time: The Collecting Vision of George Hewitt Myers."  The other Textile Museum exhibits, "Private Pleasures: Collecting Contemporary Textile Art" and "Textiles of Klimt's Vienna," will also be on display.  Receptions will be held at the Textile Museum on the evenings of Friday, October 19 and Saturday, October 20th, and a continental breakfast will be provided on Sunday, October 21st.  A show and tell will be held on Sunday, October 21st, hosted by the inimitable Michael Seidman. 
       For registration forms and information visit www.textilemuseum.org/symposium.htm, call (202)667-0441, ext. 64 or email reception@textilemuseum.org.
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