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Message from the President

After two successful and well-attended programs earlier this year, we have a lull in IHBS activities for a few months.  So I’ll take this opportunity to bring you up to date on IHBS plans and recent events.

At our annual meeting and pot luck dinner in January, Bruce Baganz gave us a briefing on the Textile Museum’s plans for affiliating with George Washington University.  One of the key features of this agreement is the construction of a new museum building on the GWU campus, and construction of a new building near Dulles airport to store the TM’s collection of 19,000 objects.  The more than doubled exhibition space in a modern physical plant will make it possible to see more and better exhibitions than is now possible in the crumbling S Street venue.  Groundbreaking for the new building is planned for October 2012, and the first exhibition will open sometime in 2014.  The meeting concluded with a members’ show-and-tell.

In April we had a well-attended members-only visit to the home of local collectors of South Persian weaving.  Members had a chance to view a large variety of bags, main carpets and flatweaves displayed and stored on many levels in their home.  Photos of our visit to the collection can be found through a link on our web site at http://ihbs.org/events/events.htm.  

In fact, I invite you to visit that page and review the rich historical record of the IHBS over the past few years.  Since 2005 we have had 47 events that are documented on our web site, including lectures, visits to private collections, parties and picnics, as well as several tours of exhibitions.  Kudos to our Program Committee, chaired by Louise Shelley, for this effort.

This fall we will return to the fast pace of previous years, with a workshop in August, talks in September and October, and our annual picnic in September.  Some of these events are already listed on our web site.  In addition, the biennial Symposium of the Textile Society of America will take place in Washington in September, with talks on Mamluk textiles, Incan textiles, velvet, silk, indigo and a zillion other textile topics.  In October, the TM’s annual Symposium will focus on Ottoman weaving and design.

While our operations are robust, through the efforts of our many active volunteers, our membership rolls are less robust.  We need new members.  Please direct your friends to the membership form on our web site with a link at http://ihbs.org/.

Have a great summer.

Jeff Krauss
New Islamic Galleries at the Metropolitan Museum

The Metropolitan Museum of Art's (NY) Islamic   Galleries have reopened with what they call an 'expanded installation' of the Arts of the Arab Lands (Turkey, Iran, Central Asia and a bit of South Asia).  About 1,200 works are exhibited in 15 galleries.  It does not matter what interests you most, you will probably find it there:  antique rugs, other textiles, ceramics, mosque lamps, manuscripts, calligraphy, tiles, mosaics, architecture, wood panels and metal works.  The exhibits included way more rugs than I had expected to see.  I loved all of it, and if you have not already been there, do go; you will not regret it.  It is an absolutely wonderful exhibit!   Some pictures that Jeff took during his visit are here:  http://krauss.ws/travel/met2012/indexmet.htm
Aija Blitte

Future Events

Please check our web site:

http://ihbs.org/future/future.htm
MAY 2012


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ihbs.org" ��www.ihbs.org�











Recent AND PAST Events


Our new President - Jeffrey Krauss  - reviews some past events and presents new events.


Another event of interest from Aija Blitte -


New Islamic Galleries at the Metropolitan Museum
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