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Reminder of IHBS Dues:

Please send in your IHBS dues for 2011.

ANNUAL DUES: 
Resident Members: 
$50 for a household (2 or more persons with same mailing address) 
$35 for an individual 
$10 for students 

Non-resident Members 
$15 for individual or household with mailing address more than 150 miles from Washington, DC. 
(Will not be considered a resident member for voting purposes) 

Please make your check payable to “International Hajji Baba Society” and send to: 
International Hajji Baba Society 
Kelvin Webb 
1105 D St SE 
Washington, DC 20003
Update on March IHBS Programs:
DATE: March 5, 2011 (NOTE: This is on a SATURDAY)

TIME: 3-5 p.m.

LOCATION: Cleveland Park library, first floor lecture room.  3310 Connecticut Avenue.

EVENT: Lecture by Christian Erber

TITLE: Palmettes, Split Leaves and Arabesques--Variations and Permutations on an Ornament

In this talk, Christian Erber will discuss a group of Shahr-e Sabz embroideries, with central field showing a section of an endless pattern, usually called the Herati Pattern or the In-and-Out Palmette Pattern, after May Beatty. This ornament consists of blossoms cut lengthwise which are oriented once to the outside, once to the inside. The blossoms, reminiscent of carnations, grow out of spiral tendrils, which are studded with rolled-up leaves and buds. New tendrils grow out of the blossoms, which again meet in five-point carnations and form alternately a transverse and a longitudinal rhomboid figure. The center of the rhomb is a small, transversely cut, blossom. 

Examples of this Herati Pattern in embroidered suzani can be found in public collections in San Francisco and Glasgow, in private collections in the United States, Italy and Germany. The ornamentation of these suzani points to prototypes in court workshops. In early Timurid miniatures as well as in in Moghul depictions we can detect textiles with patterns corresponding to that in the central fields of the suzani. Similar principals of pattern are present in the decoration of architecture, tools, and in the art of the book. Courtly carpets clearly served as models for the fashion.

According to the conventional opinion, these embroideries were born in Shahr-e Sabz, the birthplace of Timur. It seems, however, that the embroidering women, and probably also men in the court workshops, were using the popular Herati Pattern known from the decoration of the central field of carpets in other Central Asian centers as well, such as Samarkand, or Kokand in the Ferghana Valley for the ornamentation of the large-scale embroideries.

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION: 

Christian Erber was born in Bavaria, educated at a venerable Munich-based high school and afterwards at the Munich University of Technology, and works as a freelance structural-engineer. In 1987 he was cofounder of the Munich based "Society of the Friends of Islamic Art and Culture". Since 1992 he has organizing the annual Volkmanntreffen. In 1992/1993 he was a member of the organzing committee of ICOC VII in Hamburg/Berlin, and curator of the exhibit "A Wealth of Silk and Velvet". Together with his wife Dietlinde, he collects Ottoman and Central Asian embroideries. Christian and Dietlinde have been happily married more than 44 years, and have two daughters and five granddaughters. 

DIRECTIONS TO CLEVELAND PARK LIBRARY:

By Metro: Take red line to Cleveland Park metro stop, near intersection with Porter street.  Walk south (downtown) two blocks.  Library is at 3310 Connecticut Avenue, on the right hand (west) side of the street.

By car: The library is on Connecticut Avenue between Newark and Macomb street.  There is street parking on Newark street.  The library is approximately two blocks north of the Connecticut Avenue entrance to the National Zoo, but on the opposite side of Connecticut Avenue.

DATE: Sunday, March 27, 2011 

TIME: 3 p.m.

LOCATION: Arlington Central Library Auditorium 

EVENT: Lecture by Peter Bichler 

SUBJECT:  FEZ  AND  KILIM: A history of trade between the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Empires 

Research into the history of trade reveals new and surprising data on commodities  like the Fez and Kilim as trade items. In the 18th century, the Fez was produced in Tunisian and Venetian workshops. At the beginning of the 19th Century, production in the Austrian-Hungarian Empire dominated the world market, and 90% of the Fez imported by the Ottoman Empire came from Austria and Bohemia.

The rising European middle classes of the 19th century  took vivid  interest in the Orient,  which led to a defined “oriental theme” at the World Exhibition in Vienna in 1873.  For the first time Kilims were recognized as commodities.  Sales records show that the aristocracy and the middle classes bought  kilims for their salons. Peter Bichler’s talk will demonstrate that the historical sales records define the type of Anatolian kilim produced in the second half of the 19th century, and will be illustrated with vintage photos of how kilims were used to decorate the fashionable salons and studios of Europe, as Orientalist décor took hold.
DIRECTIONS TO ARLINGTON CENTRAL LIBRARY: 

Starting at Key Bridge going into Virginia: 
1. Head south on Francis Scott Key Bridge into Virginia 
2. Turn right on Lee Highway (just past the Marriott Hotel). Go 2 miles along Lee Highway. 
3. Turn left onto N Quincy St (by Honda dealer). Go 1 mile. 
4. The Arlington Central Library is at left, at 1015 N Quincy St. 
There is free parking both above and below ground on the left, just as you approach the library. There is also a larger free parking lot above ground next to the library if you turn left at 10th Street N.  

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION:

Peter Bichler was born in Austria in 1956.  His education included the Höhere technische Lehr- und Versuchsanstalt für Textilindustrie, Dornbirn and studies at the Danube University, Krems/Austria.
Peter Bichler is currently the director of House of Scotland (Austria) a chain of retail stores in Vienna, St. Pölten and Krems.

In 1982 Peter Bichler was a founding member of the Austrian Society for Textile-Art-Research (TKF) (www.textilkunst.org) and has served  since 1998 as President of the Society. Over the past years, he has organized a large number of symposia and international conferences on ethnological textile arts and oriental carpets, from which numerous releases have been published, and corresponding projects have been met with both advisory and financial support from various museums. Mr. Bichler has worked with the British Council, UNESCO, the museum of ethnology “Museum für Völkerkunde”, the museum of natural history “Naturhistorisches Museum” in Vienna, and the applied arts university “Universität für angewandte Kunst”

During the preparation of the 5th ICOC in Vienna/Budapest he was a member of the Academic Committee of the conference.  Peter is also a contributing editor for HALI, London, a member of the ICOC Executive Committee, and presently acting chair of the International Committee of the ICOC.
His international lectures have taken him to   

San Francisco, St. Petersburg, London, Basel, Teheran, Zürich, Sydney, Washington, Budapest and Istanbul.
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Aija Blitte                      Jeff Krauss

Frank Crandell               Kelly Webb

Frances Plunkett            Louise Shelley

Christine Brown            Jim Bigus
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Louise Shelley               Sheridan Collins
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