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Louise Shelley to Head IHBS Program Committee


Dr. Louise Shelley has accepted a position to head the IHBS Program Committee, succeeding Dr. Richard Isaacson, who has done an exceptional job organizing programs and finding interesting speakers for our group over the past few years.  The IHBS officers and program committee members acknowledge with deep gratitude the diligence and dedication that Richard has brought to this position.  We look forward to having him continue as a program committee member while pursuing other projects, most notably organizing and curating an exhibition of tent bands to be shown at the Textile Museum in 2007.


Dr. Shelley is a Professor in the School of International Service and Director of the Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center (TraCCC) at American University.  She leads an international research collaboration studying organized crime, trafficking in people, and money laundering.  Louise travels frequently to Turkey and countries of the former Soviet Union and manages to find time to stop in local rug stores and bazaars.    Dr. Shelley’s appointment at American University has also been extremely useful for the group in helping us utilize the excellent Mary Graydon Center conference room at AU for many of our scheduled events.   She has been a very effective member of the IHBS Program Committee and has already lined up several excellent speakers for early 2007.  Please reserve dates on February 18th and March 25th to hear rug scholars Carol Bier and Raoul (Mike) Tschebull respectively speak to the IHBS.  Louise has also tentatively scheduled Lawrence Butler, who teaches a textile course at George Mason University, to give us his enjoyable talk on walking tours of Istanbul, date to be announced.  

IHBS Salon on Afshar Weavings


IHBS members Aija Blitte and Austin Doyle will be conducting a salon entitled “Dividing the Afshar” at 2 p.m. on Sunday, January 21, 2007.  This presentation will be modeled on 19th century French salons, in which each participant is also a scholar and should be ready to comment on or discuss the topic of interest.  Many Washington-area textile enthusiasts collect the beautiful tribal weavings of the Afshar, a Turkic group who largely settled in the Sirjan Valley and the environs of Kerman.  While certain structural and design characteristics help distinguish Afshar products from other Persian village and nomadic weaving, relatively little has been published allowing subclassification of Afshar rugs to different groups within the large Sirjan valley or to enclaves of other Afshar groups in other parts of Iran.  The influence of Kerman shawls and city rugs on Afshar tribal weavings will also be discussed, as well as evidence of age and quality in Afshar weaving.


The Afshar salon will be held in the home of Aija Blitte, at 4304 Fessenden Street, NW Washington, just to the west of Wisconsin Avenue.  Registration will be limited to the first twelve respondents who indicate interest and willingness to do background reading.  Participants are invited to bring Afshar rugs of interest for discussion and exhibition, but possession of Afshar textiles is not a prerequisite.  Interested persons should contact Austin Doyle at doyle.austin@gmail.com  or call him at (301) 565-2079 (home) or (301) 793-4936 (cell).  We will provide interested parties with copies of articles on Afshar weavings by rug scholars Parviz Tanavoli, Tom Cole and Brian MacDonald.  Aija and Austin will help moderate the discussion, but participants should be conversant with the material discussed in the readings and expect to join the discussion about these interesting weavings.  We hope that this salon may lead to a new model of IHBS discussion and interaction among rug enthusiasts interested in a particular topic.  Refreshments will be provided.  

Save the Date – IHBS Winter Party and Lecture


The IHBS Annual Winter Meeting, Potluck Dinner and Lecture will be held at the Party Room at Sumner Village on Saturday, January 27, 2007 from 5:30 pm to 10 pm.  Participants should bring a favorite dish that can either be an appetizer, entrée, salad or dessert.  The IHBS will provide wine, beer, and some non-alcoholic beverages.  


A Happy Hour and mingling will commence at 5:30-6:30 pm with a Potluck Dinner between 6:30-7:30 pm.  A short annual meeting will be held between 7:30 and 8:00 pm, with election of a Board of Directors and announcements.  A lecture will be given between 8 pm and 9 pm by Wendel Swan on “Characteristics of Antique Shahsavan Pile Carpets.”  


The Sumner Village is centrally located and easy to get to.  Please look for driving directions and further details in the January IHBS newsletter.  We would like to thank Bill and Sondra Bechhoefer for helping us set up this Winter Party.  A number of IHBS members have expressed interest in seeing the Bechhoefer’s new Sumner Village apartment.  Sondra and Bill would be happy to have their friends visit them at 3:30 pm before the potluck dinner.  Their Sumner Village apartment is at 4960 Sentinel Drive, #206.

The Officers and Board of the IHBS wish you a happy, rug- and textile-filled 2007.
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