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[image: image1]From Sagdak to Salor
Speaker: Jürg Rageth
Date: Sunday, August 12, 2007 at 3:00 PM
Location: Mary Graydon Center, Rm. 200
 
This talk was previously presented at the ICOC 11 in Istanbul. It will draw some new light on the origins of Central Asian (Turkmen) carpet design in general, and on tradition and continuity of Salor carpet design in particular.

Using as examples a number of pre 10th century Central Asian textile designs, partly from real Central Asian textiles, partly from textile representations on Central Asian (Sogdian) wall paintings, and comparing them with Salor carpet designs from Central Asia from ca.  
1500-1900, a design tradition and continuity over a period of clearly more than 1000 years has become evident. This continuing tradition will be elucidated with evidence, which is not only based on art historical  
research, but is also supported by results from radiocarbon dating and dye analyses.

By approaching historical developments of Turko-Iranian Central Asian design traditions over roughly the past two millennia, this talk will also demonstrate a successful pairing of art history and the natural sciences.

Jürg Rageth is an independent Oriental carpet and textile researcher, based in Riehen, Switzerland. He has been involved with radiocarbon dating and dye analysis since 1995 and published several articles on this subject.  This talk represents part of his recent work for a forthcoming publication on Turkmen carpets of Central Asia. As head of the Basel rug society “Freunde des Orientteppichs,“ he was the organizer of several carpet and textile symposia, which have been published under his imprint.
                     

Directions to American University

From Virginia, cross the Key Bridge into Georgetown, turn left at M Street, and go right (north) on Foxhall Road. Continue on Foxhall until it ends at Nebraska Avenue. Turn east (right) and continue along Nebraska Avenue.

From Maryland and DC, take either Wisconsin or Massachusetts Avenues and turn west onto Nebraska Avenue.

The Mary Graydon Center is on the main campus of American University, North of Nebraska Avenue. (For a campus map see AU Map  
http://www.american.edu/maps/campus.htm)
The center is in the third row of buildings north of Nebraska Avenue, east of Bender Library.


FREE PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NEBRASKA PARKING LOT, on the south side of Nebraska Avenue (between Massachusetts and New Mexico  Avenues). From Nebraska Avenue, turn on to New Mexico Avenue. Enter the lot from New Mexico Avenue, park as close to the entrance as possible  
and cross Nebraska Avenue to the campus.



---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Jürg Rageth will also be talking at The Textile Museum on the previous day, Saturday August 12, at 12:30 PM. His Title will be: "From Mogul Court to Turkmen Tradition." This talk traces a floral carpet design from a 17th century Iranian origin to its appearance on a 19th century Turkmen tent band. Art historical evidence, radiocarbon dating, dye and mordant analyses will be discussed.
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

More Turkmen in August—please turn over. . .                                

Turkmen Party

Sunday, August 19, 2007

Location:  Louise Shelley’s house, 4538 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington DC

To celebrate the visit to Washington by a distinguished group of Turkmen collectors and experts from Europe, the IHBS will hold a potluck mixer and grand Turkmen show-and-tell. This will provide a chance for new and old friends to meet and fight about Turkmen trivia.

Our afternoon will begin with a noon arrival for a self-catered lunch. Participants are invited to bring their favorite dishes suitable for a cold picnic menu.  A good measure for the amount to bring is that which would serve about eight people. Beverages (beer, wine and soft drinks) will be served courtesy of the International Hajji Baba Society.

Following lunch, there will be a show and tell led by the visiting authorities. Bring your greatest Turkmen treasures; that piece you couldn't decide if Chodor or p-Chodor;  those "Yomut" items that you wanted to rebaptize with a fancy provenance (Karadashli, Abdal, Igdir); and anything ever said to be an "Eagle"-göl  group or "Imreli" item. If the weather is good, these will be all displayed in the garden for study.





*  *  *  *  *  

Directions to Louise's House


Louise's house is located close to American University (see above). It is on Cathedral Avenue, two houses in from Foxhall.
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