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Sunday, May 6, 2007; 2:30 pm

The Textile Museum

Lecture and Tour of the Exhibition “Architectural Textiles:  Tent Bands of Central Asia”

Richard Isaacson, Guest Curator

Richard Isaacson will give a brief introductory lecture introducing the themes that helped shape the exhibit, including tent basics, the architectural function of tent bands, the role of color in determining provenance for Turkmen weaving, and the use of symmetry intent band design.  His lecture will be followed by a highlights tour of this multi-media exhibition especially for Hajji members.

Saturday, May 12, 2007; 3:00 pm

Ward 202, American University

The Gateway Tunic of Tiwanaku:  Could This Be the World’s Most Important Ancient Textile?

James Blackmon

Some textiles are so rare, so beautiful, and so loaded with cultural meaning that they transcend their traditional role as mere vestment, container or decoration, and rise to the level of great historical document.  The Bayeaux tapestry and the Pazyryk carpet are two textiles that arguably reach this standard.  The Gateway Tunic from the Pre-Columbian culture of Tiwanaku is also a candidate for consideration as a textile of this stature.  Come to this lecture and learn more about this fascinating and important work of art.

The Gateway Tunic dates to the early centuries of the first millennium AD.  Its intricate tapestry weave depicts ceremonial and architectural detail that complements and extends information already known from the archeological record.  Yet the textile likely pre-dates many of the stone monuments at the site, including the famous Gateway to the Sun, which it closely resembles in composition and theme.

The tunic is a visual tour-de-force.  Complete, and in remarkable condition, in rich hues associated with Tiwanaku elites, the tunic is encoded with important information about Tiwanaku’s ancestors, her principal deity forms, ritual practices, and ceremonial sites. Margaret Young Sanchez, curator of the 2005 exhibition “Tiwanaku:  Ancestors of the Inca,” at the Denver Art Museum, has written about this textile . . . “in both iconography and composition, this tunic is the most complex and sophisticated surviving artwork from ancient Tiwanaku and one of the most important works of art from ancient South America.”

Speaker Biography:

James Blackmon is a textile polymath.  For more than 30 years he has been collecting, importing, restoring, conserving, cleaning, weaving, appraising, studying, writing about, teaching, curating, and lastly, dealing in antique and ancient textiles.  He has served on the board of the Textile Arts Council of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco and is currently a member of the Textile Museum’s Advisory Council.  His most recent project was a curator of the “The Fabric of Life:  Columbus Collects Textile Art,” at the Columbus Museum of Art in Ohio.

Though Jim Blackmon emphatically states that he is not a scholar, after more than 30 years of involvement in this field, he is certainly qualified to be called a textile expert.  His primary area of interest and research has been focused on the world’s two great wool-weaving traditions:  the Andean textile tradition, and those of the Near East and Central Asia.  To a lesser extent he has also been involved in the textiles of North and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Directions to American University
From Virginia, cross the Key Bridge into Georgetown, turn left at M Street, and go right (north) on Foxhall Road.  Continue on Foxhall until it ends at Nebraska Avenue.  Turn east (right) and continue along Nebraska Avenue.

From Maryland and DC, take either Wisconsin or Massachusetts Avenues and turn west onto Nebraska Avenue.

Ward is on the main campus of American University, north of Nebraska Avenue.

FREE PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN THE NEBRASKA PARKING LOT, on the south side of Nebraska Avenue (between Massachusetts and New Mexico Avenues).  From Nebraska Avenue, turn on to New Mexico Avenue.  Enter the lot from New Mexico Avenue, park as close to the entrance as possible and cross Nebraska Avenue to the campus.
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